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THE LOCAL CHAPTERS 

New York Chapter. — On Saturday, October 2, 1920, the chapter held the 
first meeting of the academic year. Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, President of 
the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Director of Modern 
Languages in the New York City High Schools, opened the session and' pre- 
sented briefly plans for the founding of the "Casa de las Espaiias" in New 
York. The following officers were installed : President, Mr. William M. Bar- 
low, Curtis High School ; Vice-President, Miss Florence Beiler, Washington 
Irving High School'; Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Hyman Alpern, Stuyvesant 
High School; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Gracia L. Fernandez de Arias, 
New Utrecht High School. 

Professor Federico de Onis of Columbia University gave a most enlight- 
ening address on "El espafiol en los Estados Unidos." Enthusiastic applause 
frequently interrupted Professor de Onis as he discussed the present rapid 
development in the teaching of Spanish in the United States and its influence 
on the future political relations of this country and Spain and Spanish 
America. The address of Professor de Onis was read October 1st at the 
opening exercises of the University of Salamanca, Spain. It was printed 
entire in Hispania for November, 1920. 

Chicago Chapter. — At the first meeting of the school year, held on Sat- 
urday, October 9, the members enjoyed an interesting program under the 
presidency of Prof. Carl O. Sundstrom. 

In a racy, panoramic, one-hour talk Miss Bertha J. Vincent of Senn 
High School led the audience over the route of her recent "Viaje por Espafia." 
Points of special interest emphasized by Miss Vincent were the Mezquita of 
Cordoba, the "curso de fonetica" given in the summer school in Madrid, and 
her visit to the home of Blasco Ibafiez. 

The second number, a conferencia on "El comercio latino-americano" by 
Sr. Francisco Alatorre, was an enthusiastic demonstration of the impetus 
that will accrue to inter-American trade from the completion of the two 
Chicago-Atlantic water routes. Sr. Alatorre concluded his address with an 
earnest appeal for a more sympathetic attitude toward Spanish America. 

The session closed with a discussion of plans for the meeting of the 
American Association of Teachers of Spanish which will take place at the 
Hotel Auditorium, Chicago, during Christmas week. 

Los Angeles Chapter. — On Saturday, October 16, the Los Angeles 
Chapter held a most interesting session : Following a short informal reception, 
enlivened by musical numbers, Professor Felipe de Setien of the University 
of Southern California gave an illustrated lecture on Spain. The chapter is 
preparing to hold a "feria" during the winter holidays, in connection with 
the Mission Play of California at San Gabriel. 

Utah Organizes New Chapter. — Another local chapter with the name 
of "El Ateneo" has recently been established at Salt Lake City under the 
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presidency of Professor G. Oscar Russell of the University of Utah. Much 
enthusiasm is shown by the large number of initial members. 

Northern California Chapter. — On October 31 the Northern Califor- 
nia Chapter held one of its most successful meetings at the public library. 
Sr. Ramirez, Chilean exchange professor at the University of California, 
talked about some North American misconceptions of Spanish America, and 
the "ortografia Andres-Bello," used in Chile. Miss M. C. Grant discussed 
the teaching of Spanish in the intermediate schools. 

Kansas Chapter. — The second annual meeting of the chapter was held 
in the First Christian Church, Topeka, Kans., October 29, 1920, at 2 p. m., 
with forty-one members in attendance. The program was as follows : Presi- 
dent's Address, Professor Arthur L. Owen ; "Suggestions for Using the Ob- 
jective Method in Junior High Schools," Professor Arthur G. Byrns ; "Diffi- 
culties," Miss Olive Collins ; "Social and Political Aspects of the Regionalistic 
Movement in Spain" (address in Spanish), Professor Jose M. Osma. 

The President's address dwelt mainly upon the Spanish teacher's respon- 
sibilities, particularly in those places where the study of the classics seems 
to be dying out and that of Spanish taking its place. 

Professor Byrns illustrated upon a blackboard the advantage which some 
little skill in drawing gives to the teaching of vocabulary and conversation 
by the "object method." 

Miss Collins' remarks called forth prolonged and animated discussion 
over the number of the difficulties which are encountered in teaching Spanish 
in high schools. A point debated with especial vigor was the respective pro- 
portions of grammar and conversation which could profitably be attempted 
with classes of varying ages. 

Professor Osma spoke of the misconceptions which have arisen with 
regard to the regionalism of Cataluna, Galicia, and the Basque Provinces. 
The statement so often heard that one or the other of thiese regions seeks 
to become a separate political entity is a mistake, repeated sometimes ig- 
norantly, sometimes maliciously. The autonomy sought is local only, and the 
fullest possible development of each province can but redound to the glory 
of all Spain. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : President, 
Professor Arthur L. Owen, University of Kansas; Vice-President, Miss Marie 
Crawford. Topeka High School ; Secretary-Treasurer. Miss Agnes M. Brady, 
University of Kansas. 

At noon the chapter held a luncheon at the High School Cafeteria with 
the President acting as toastmaster. Interesting talks were made in Spanish 
by Sr. D. Miguel A. Umana (Costa Rica), Mr. F. L. Phillips (Westport 
High School. Kansas City, Mo.). Sr. D. Gonzalo Manibog (Philippine 
Islands). Miss Nora E. Siler (Porto Rico), and Mr. N. H. Huffman (Porto 
Rico). It was voted to continue the luncheon as an annual affair. 

Gracia L. Fernandez de Arias 
New Utrecht High School 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 



